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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 7/2/07, with respect to claims 1 , 2, 4-7, 9- 
1 5, 1 7-22, and 24-27 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The Office 
Action of 1/3/07 has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1,4-6, 9-10, 12-14, 17-21, and 24-27, rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Chapman (6,438,123) in view of Geiger (5987022). 

As for claim 1 , Chapman's cable modem is DOCSIS compliant; it is inherent for 
the DOCSIS cable modem to have a MAC (34 - Fig. 3), a receiver coupled to the MAC, 
and a transmitter also coupled to the MAC. In this case, Chapman teaches generating 
a registration message (which is a MAC message; 54 - Fig. 4B, col. 5, lines 40-53) 
thereby equating to a media access control. Chapman additionally teaches receiving 
and transmitting the registration message (56 - Fig. 4B, col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 2) 
which reads on a receiver/transmitter portion coupled to said MAC. 
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Chapman discloses a cable modem (22 - Fig. 1), comprising: 

wherein said media access control is adapted to generate a registration message 
(54 - Fig. 4B) that indicates support for a first protocol (RTP) by the cable modem (19 - 
Fig. 4B ) and wherein said transmitter portion is adapted to transmit said registration 
message to a cable modem termination system (18 - Fig. 4B; col. 5, lines 40-53); 

wherein said receiver portion is adapted to receive a response (56 - Fig. 4B) to 
said registration message from said cable modem termination system and to provide 
said response to said registration message to said media access control, said response 
to said registration message indicating whether or not said first protocol is supported by 
a cable modem termination system - col. 5, line 63 - col. 6, line 2 ? col. 4, lines 60-67; 
and 

wherein said media access control is further adapted to format data for 
transmission to said cable modem termination system in accordance with said first 
protocol (RTP) if said response to said registration message indicates said first protocol 
is supported by said cable modem termination system, and to format data for 
transmission to said cable modem termination system in accordance with a default 
protocol (DOCSIS) if said response to said registration message indicates said first 
protocol is not supported by said cable modem termination system - col. 5, line 63 - col. 
6, line 2, col. 4, lines 60-67. 

However, Chapman fails to teach wherein: 

A plurality of header suppression techniques 
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Geiger, in the same field of endeavor, teaches a plurality of header suppression 
techniques (i.e. use first header suppression technique 407, second header 
suppression technique 411, third header suppression technique 417; fig. 4); and 
selecting a header suppression technique from the plurality of header suppression 
techniques for each of the identified packets (col. 3, lines 7-10, col. 4, lines 20-57, col. 
5, lines 6-16) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Chapman's invention to include the above mentioned 
limitation, as taught by Geiger, for the advantage of allowing maximum performance. 

As for claims 4, 9, 17, and 24, Chapman and Geiger disclose the claimed 
limitations. In particular, Chapman discloses wherein said registration message is a 
DOCSIS REG-REQ message and wherein said response to said registration message 
is a DOCSIS REG-RSP message (Fig. 4B, col. 5, lines 50-63). 

As for claims 5 and 20, Chapman and Geiger disclose the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Chapman discloses wherein said data (audio packet) comprises a data 
packet - col. 6, lines 28-67. 
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As for claim 6, Chapman's CMTS is DOCSIS compliant; it is inherent for the 
DOCSIS CMTS to have a MAC (34 - Fig. 3), a receiver coupled to the MAC, and a 
transmitter also coupled to the MAC. In this case, Chapman teaches receiving a 
registration message (which is a MAC message; 54 - Fig. 4B, col. 5, lines 40-53) 
thereby equating to a media access control. Also, Chapman teaches receiving and 
transmitting the registration message (56 - Fig. 4B, col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 2) which 
reads on a receiver/transmitter portion coupled to said MAC. It is inherent for the CMTS 
to have a memory coupled to the MAC in order to process the registration messages. 

Chapman discloses a cable modem termination system (18 - Fig. 1), comprising: 

wherein said receiver portion is adapted to receive a registration message (54 - Fig. 
4B) from a cable modem and to provide said registration message to said media access 
control, said registration message designating a first data transfer protocol or a second 
data transfer protocol supported by said cable modem (The receiver of the CMTS 
receives the registration message, and then forwards it to the MAC. The message 
indicates the data transfer protocol that it supports. If Header Suppression protocol 
(RTP) is supported, the CMTS transmits a message back to the cable modem that it 
supports the RTP. Otherwise, the CMTS indicates that is does not support RTP. - col. 
5, lines 50-67); 

wherein said media access control is adapted to assign a cable modem identifier 
(SID) to said cable modem and to associate said cable modem identifier with a protocol 
indicator in said memory, said protocol indicator indicating said data transfer protocol 
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designated by said registration message - (81 & 83 - Fig. 7B; The CMTS has memory 
to process the DOCSIS REG-REQ message. The memory in the CMTS has SiDs to 
associate with protocol indicators which indicate which protocol is supported by the 
cable modem - col. 6, line 63 - col. 7 line 6, col. 8, lines 8-9); 

wherein said transmitter portion is adapted to transmit said cable modem 
identifier (SID) assigned by said media access control to said cable modem - (The 
CMTS responds to the cable modem's request by transmitting a response which 
includes the SID such that the message is routed to the proper cable modem. - col. 7, 
lines 5-11); 

wherein said receiver portion is further adapted to receive a request for 
transmission opportunity from said cable modem and to provide said request for 
transmission opportunity to said media access control, said request for transmission 
opportunity including said cable modem identifier (The cable modem sends a request in 
the registration message for transmission opportunity which is forwarded to the MAC of 
the CMTS. In the request, the SID (cable modem identifier) is included to identify the 
cable modem - col. 6, line 63 - col. 7, line 5, col. 2, lines 30-35); and 

wherein said media access control is further adapted to allocate a transmission 
opportunity to the cable modem in response to said request for transmission 
opportunity, to use said cable modem identifier from said request for transmission 
opportunity to access said protocol indicator in said memory, and to process data 
transmitted by said cable modem during said allocated transmission opportunity in 
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accordance with said first data transfer protocol if said first data transfer protocol is 
indicated by said protocol indicator, and process data transmitted by said cable modem 
during said allocated transmission opportunity in accordance with said second data 
transfer protocol if said second data transfer protocol is indicated by said protocol 
indicator (After the CMTS receives a request from the CM for transmission opportunity, 
the CMTS responds to the CM and indicates if it does support the first protocol (RTP). 
If not, the CMTS will indicate so, and the CM will transmit according to DOCSIS protocol 
(2 nd data transfer protocol). When the CMTS receives the request which includes the 
SID, it looks up the protocol indicator in its memory. - col. 5, line 50 - col. 6, line 2, col. 

4, lines 60-67). 

However, Chapman fails to teach wherein: 
A plurality of header suppression techniques 

Geiger, in the same field of endeavor, teaches a plurality of header suppression 
techniques (i.e. use first header suppression technique 407, second header 
suppression technique 41 1 , third header suppression technique 417; fig. 4); and 
selecting a header suppression technique from the plurality of header suppression 
techniques for each of the identified packets (col. 3, lines 7-10, col. 4, lines 20-57, col. 

5, lines 6-16) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Chapman's invention to include the above mentioned 
limitation, as taught by Geiger, for the advantage of allowing maximum performance. 
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As for claims 10 and 25, Chapman and Geiger disclose the claimed limitations. 
In particular, Chapman discloses wherein said cable modem identifier is a DOCSIS 
Service ID - col. 3, lines 63-65, coL 4, lines 60-65. 

As for claims 12 and 26, Chapman and Geiger disclose the claimed limitations. 
In particular, Chapman discloses wherein said receiver portion is adapted to receive 
said request for transmission opportunity from said cable modem in the contention area 
of a first DOCSIS map allocation message, and wherein said media access control is 
adapted to allocate said transmission opportunity to said cable modem in a second 
DOCSIS map allocation message - col. 3, lines 63-65. 

As for claims 13 and 27, Chapman and Geiger disclose the claimed limitations. 
In particular, Chapman discloses wherein said media access control is adapted to 
associate said cable modem identifier (SID) with said protocol indicator (index) in said 
memory by storing said cable modem identifier and said protocol indicator as 
associated values in a look-up table in said memory, and wherein said media access 
control is adapted to use said cable modem identifier from said request for transmission 
opportunity to access said protocol indicator in said memory by using said cable modem 
identifier to access said protocol indicator in said look-up table in said memory (The 
CMTS looks up in its memory the index which it sends to the CM. The index identifies 
the particular protocol associated with the CM. - col. 4, line 60 - col. 5, line 8). 
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Claim 14 contains the limitations of claim 1 and is analyzed as previously 
discussed with respect to that claim. 

Claim 18 contains the limitations of claims 1 and 6 and is analyzed as previously 
discussed with respect to those claims. 

As for claim 1 9, Chapman and Geiger disclose the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Chapman discloses receiving said data from a user device prior to formatting 
said data for transmission to the cable modem termination system. At the subscriber 
location (22 - Fig. 1), the cable modem (19 - Fig. 1) receives data/commands from the 
user device connected to the cable modem and formats the data according to the 
particular protocol for transmission to the CMTS - col. 3, lines 50-58. 

Claim 21 contains the limitations of claim 1 and claim 6 and is analyzed as 
previously discussed with respect to those claims. Claim 21 additionally calls for the 
following: 

processing data transmitted by the cable modem during said allocated 
transmission opportunity in accordance with said first data transfer protocol if said first 
data transfer protocol is indicated by said protocol indicator (Fig. 7B; col. 6, lines 62 - 
col. 7, line 6); and 
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processing data transmitted by the cable modem during said allocated 
transmission opportunity in accordance with said second data transfer protocol if said 
second data transfer protocol is indicated by said protocol indicator (Fig. 7A; col. 6, lines 
45-54). 

1. Claims 2, 7, 15, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chapman and Geiger as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Horton 
(6788707). 

As for claims 2, 7, 15, and 22, Chapman teaches wherein the default protocol is 
DOCSIS but fails to teach a DOCSIS header suppression technique. 

In an analogous art, Horton teaches wherein DOCSIS PHS is used in a cable 
modem and CMTS environment by suppressing bytes from the payload header before 
transmission in order to conserve bandwidth - col. 9, lines 35-50. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Chapman and Geiger's invention to include a DOCSIS 
header suppression technique, as taught by Horton, for the advantage of conserving 
bandwidth. 

2. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chapman 
and Geiger as applied to claim 6 above, and further in view of Sawyer (6765925). 
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As for claim 1 1 , Chapman and Geiger fail to disclose wherein said memory is a 
random access memory. 

In an analogous art, Sawyer discloses wherein the memory in the CMTS is 
random access memory for the advantage of having volatile memory such that it could 
constantly be updated with address data - col. 4, lines 39-53. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Chapman and Geiger's invention to include wherein said 
memory in the CMTS is random access memory, as taught by Sawyer, for the 
advantage of having volatile memory such that it could constantly be updated with 
address data. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sumaiya A. Chowdhury whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8567. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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